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Gunnar has a wide range of intellectual property experience, from high-tech patent 
disputes to advocating for artists under the Visual Artists Rights Act.  He has 
represented clients in patent, copyright, trade-dress, and consumer-rights litigation and 
intellectual-property consulting. He also has experience in art law, including helping a 
museum with an internal investigation. 

Gunnar is licensed to practice law in California and Texas.  And he has litigated cases 
in federal trial and appellate courts throughout the country, as well as cases before the 
International Trade Commission.  He has coordinated global litigation with 
international counsel, and is experienced in international arbitration. Gunnar 
maintains relationships with international counsel to offer global strategies and 
solutions to clients. 

In addition to litigation, Gunnar has experience in intellectual-property transactional 
matters. He has also advised clients in the management of their intellectual-property 
portfolios and assets.  For example, he analyzed the strength of a patent portfolio in a 
transaction that was named the 2012 International Financial Law Review’s “Deal of the 
Year.” 

This legal experience has extended across a wide variety of industries and technical 
fields, including speech recognition, memory chips, mobile web browsing, seismic data 
acquisition, oil and gas, consumer electronics, tires, video gaming, e-cigarettes, LEDs, 
lens design, mesh topologies, link load balancing, wireless communication, financial 
services, e-commerce, DVRs, fashion and art. 

Gunnar has a commitment to pro bono, including drafting an amicus brief filed by the 
Intellectual Property Owners Association before the Supreme Court in Kirtsaeng v. 
John Wiley & Sons, Case No. 15-375.   

He earned his J.D., summa cum laude, from Pepperdine University School of Law, 
where he graduated valedictorian and a member of the Order of the Coif. He also 
served on the Pepperdine Law Review and won a moot court between Pepperdine and 
Middle Temple Inn in London.  He began his legal career as a law clerk to Judge 
O’Scannlain on the Ninth Circuit.  Then he work on intellectual-property matters at 
Kirkland & Ellis LLP, Irell & Manella LLP, and Latham & Watkins LLP.  



	

	

In 2015, he received the Master’s Certificate in Legal Writing from the Academy of 
American Legal Writers, where he was awarded the Jackson Achievement Award for 
his legal writing excellence. 

Gunnar earned a bachelor of science in environmental engineering, with an emphasis 
in biotechnology, from the University of Southern California. He attended USC as a 
Trustee Scholar (full tuition), and was a member of Chi Epsilon, a civil engineering 
honor society. He was also inducted into the Order of the Torch upon graduation 
(leadership award).  

Gunnar’s publications, speaking engagements, and awards include: 

§ Attorney’s fee awards in copyright cases, Intellectual Property Magazine, April 
2016 

§ SCOTUS should adopt flexible, case-specific approach to attorneys’ fee awards in 
copyright cases, IPWatchdog, March 14, 2016, available at 
http://www.ipwatchdog.com/2016/03/14/scotus-attorneys-fee-awards-
copyright-cases/id=67021/.  

§ Member of the Intellectual Property Owners Association in European Practice 
Committee, which won the 2014 Outstanding Committee of the Year Award. 

§ Co-author, “Ruling Extends Trade Secret Protection to Ideas,” Latham & 
Watkins Client Alert, June 2014. 

§ Panelist, Judicial Clerkship Institute, Pepperdine University School of Law, 
Spring 2013. 

§ Guest Lecturer, Patent Litigation Course, Loyola Law School, Spring 2013. 

§ “High court’s first-sale ruling unlikely to impact patent exhaustion theories,” 
The Daily Journal, April 2013. 

§ The Wrath of Zahn. The Supreme Court’s Requiem for “Sympathetic Textualism, 
2007. 


